It is this dynamic interdisciplinary landscape that formed the backdrop to "Youth in Motion".
Youth in motion
Taking notions of movement, motion and mobility in their broadest senses and at a variety of scales, the reach of the workshop was deliberately framed to encompass dialogue around seven interlocking themes:
1. young bodies and corporeality;
2. spatial freedom and restriction;
3. travel and migration;
4. emotional and developmental transition;
5. youth subjectivities and narratives in flux;
6. socio--economic and cultural inequalities of participation and engagement;
7. contested spaces of belonging and exclusion.
The workshop was structured to provide a collaborative forum for the exchange of knowledge, These events offer youth researchers two timely reminders: first, the importance of working with young people -and others within and beyond academia -to understand and communicate the increasingly complex challenges they face; and, second, to be aware of how our research contributes to perceptions of youth, at the same time as being sensitive to how the changing nature of young lives might call for the reframing of how we as researchers attempt to theorise them. In order to gain the clearest possible view when we look 'out' into young people's worlds, we also need to look 'in' to consider how we might define and deploy our terms appropriately.
As youth geographers engaging with young lives in very different ways, we developed Youth In
Motion not only as a forum to stimulate geographical thinking about youth, but also to connect with youth researchers beyond our own discipline. As such, we aimed to respond directly to Evans' (2008) recommendation that geographers concerned with young people need to speak back to other social sciences, as well as beyond the academy into the public policy arena in which youth are increasingly positioned at the centre. And as the concluding sentiments of the Youth In Motion participants made clear, this will only be possible if in our attempts to become theoretically novel and fashionable, researchers do not leave the young people supposedly at the centre of their work behind.
